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A welcoming  family united in Christian love, worship, and 

service  
ststephensheathsville.org 

  

 

 

 

THE RECTORôS COLUMN 

Mission Trip to New Orleans 

We invite you to join our one-week mission trip to help rebuilding homes in 

New Orleans, which still needs an enormous amount of help after the hurricanes.  

This is a practical way for us to love our neighbors in the Gulf Coast, 

remembering that Jesus tells us ñwhat you do for the least of these members of 

my family, you do for me.ò It is a great way to show the people of New Orleans  

that we have not forgotten them. This trip is a wonderful complement to the 

important mission and ministry we are doing in our own local area. 

People of a variety of skill levels can be useful. It is exciting to be able to make a 

tangible difference in the lives of people who have lost so much, and to get the 

chance to hear the stories of their lives. The experience of working, playing, and 

worshipping together in this context of so much pain and so much hope is also 

an opportunity to develop new dimensions in our relationships with our fellow 

parishioners and with God. 

We will be working through the Office of Disaster Response in the Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana. Our flight 

will leave from Richmond at 3:00 on Sunday Feb. 1
st
 and return at 6:00 on Saturday February 7

th
. Participants 

will split the cost of groceries and a van rental for the week. Participants will also buy their own plane tickets 

($294). See Lucia if you need financial assistance to participate. The Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana will provide 

our lodging for the week.  

Please pick up a volunteer packet at church or on the website, www.ststephensheathsville.org and return the 

volunteer release form to the church office as soon as possible, and no later than December 11
th
. Please invite 

your friends, relatives, and neighbors to participate in this trip too. 

 

Grace and peace,  

Lucia 

http://www.ststephensheathsville.org/
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VESTRY MEETING NOTES 

November 13, 2008 

Our treasurer, Ellen Kirby, reported an overall 

accounts balance of $79,642. Pledge and fundraising 

income is slightly behind budget.  

Stewardship letters: Bill Kirby presented a draft 

stewardship letter for 2009. Several suggestions 

were offered to strengthen the introductory 

sentences. The stewardship letter will include a time 

& talent check off list so participants can indicate 

how they are best able to contribute to church life. 

The letter will be sent at the end of November. 

Annual meeting will be Sunday December 14th at 

10am in the Northumberland Library. Committee 

reports are due immediately to Sandy who will 

assemble the Annual Report handout. 

Vestry elections: Sandy Kirkpatrick and George 

Freeman who are completing their terms will form a 

nominating committee and present the slate of 

candidates to the annual meeting.  

2009 Mission Trip: Lucia mentioned that there are 

still volunteer opportunities in New Orleans 

coordinated through the local Episcopal diocese. A 

trip over the winter for three or so from St. 

Stephenôs was proposed. Volunteers would pay their 

own air fare and transportation costs. The diocese 

would supply housing. No decisions were made. 

Staff hours: Lucia has been tracking her activities 

and times spent. She requested the vestry review the 

data so we can be sure the right work is prioritized. 

The church office and/or volunteers might pick up 

some of the over flow. 

Worship: Lucia proposed we change to a more 

ñsingableò Gloria anthem. Several suggestions were 

immediately forthcoming. This writer is thrilled. 

Outreach report: Audrey Brainard  has thanked St. 

Stephenôs for a $50 donation to support the H2O 

event. This day long program educates over 200 6
th
 

grade students in Northumberland and Lancaster 

counties on water conservation issues. Evie Cox is 

planning a November meeting to allocate the 

outreach funds and complete a 2009 budget. 

Parish life: Animals have been getting into the trash 

cans out back. We need to be more careful on 

Thursdays and Sundays to take our trash with us. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dick Eager, Register  

To the parish, 

As you know, the Vestry is currently considering 

several options for our worship space during the 

next two years as the property issue goes through 

the litigation process. 

One of our options is, of course, to continue with 

our current arrangements, holding the majority of 

our worship services at the Methodist Church. 

  Rocco Tricarico had originally proposed to the 

vestry a plan in which the parish would rent all of 

Northumberland Hall for $400 a month for all 

parish activities, including those currently held at 

the parish house.  Rocco's original offer would 

reduce the church's total monthly costs because 

we would no longer be paying rent for our use of 

the parish house. While we appreciated the offer 

to save money, a majority of the vestry wanted to 

continue our use of the parish house for weekday 

activities, and consider renting the front room and 

kitchen of Northumberland Hall for worship space 

and coffee hour. 

We therefore presented these two options in our 

congregational meeting and asked for your input 

in the questionnaires.  We appreciate that so many 

of you gave us your input and thoughtful 

comments. 

The Vestry met on Thursday to review the results 

of the questionnaires and discuss these options. In 

the course of our discussion, we concluded that 

our decision will be significantly impacted by 

Judge Bellows' decision concerning the 

applicability of St. Stephen's deed, which is 

expected before year end. We also decided to 

more fully investigate a third option, which would 

be to purchase the parish house property and to 

add worship space to it. Therefore, the Vestry 

voted to await the Court's decision, consider its 

implications, and gather information about this 

third option before making a decision about our 

worship space. We will to return to our discussion 

at a vestry meeting in January. We appreciate your 

continued support and prayers as we consider a 

variety of good options to help us fulfill our 

ministry and mission.  

     Lucia Lloyd 
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THANK YOU TO HAL AND SALLY  

The night sparkled with candles, twinkling lights, 

and smiles of good friends and family. Our 

appreciation celebration for Hal and Sally White was 

as festive and elegant an event as St. Stephenôs has 

yet enjoyed!   

 

 
 

Hal and Sally, with their family and friends, 

delighted in an evening of delicious food, good 

cheer, fitting tributes, hymns and prayer. Loving 

remarks were given by Sandy Kirkpatrick, Phil 

Moore, Rocco Tricarico, Bill Kirby, and Lucia 

Lloyd. Alice Hershiser played the keyboard. Sandy 

presented Hal and Sally her handmade quilt with our 

signatures; Leslie Hatch, her fabulous cake and a 

book of photos from around the world on conserving 

the earth's resources; Ellen Kirby, a photo album of 

our two years with Hal and Sally.  

Hal graciously commented on his time with us, 

reminding us that when Jesus turned water into wine 

at the wedding feast when the wine ran out, the best 

was saved for last! He said that God had done the 

same for him: at the ñlastò of his ministry, he was 

given the best---us!! He led us in a few hymns and a 

prayer, and, as is characteristic of Hal, he gave us 

gifts: laminated copies of the St. Stephenôs Vision 

and Mission Statements.  

Many thanks to all who helped make our party for 

Hal and Sally a memorable occasion! Rocco and 

Barbara, Northumberland Hall was a beautiful venue 

for the party! KK Crowther used her innovative 

decorating abilities to create an elegant and festive 

ambience. Anne Silverôs entertaining panache added 

immeasurable sparkle to the evening. Ron Silver 

served as our lively bartender. Lynn Hower, flower 

magician extraordinaire, created magnificent 

arrangements. Rocco and Bill Kirby made many, 

many trips with tables, chairs, rugs, lamps, 

keyboard, and items too numerous to mention to 

decorate the Hall. Sandy organized a heartfelt 

program. The party committee, KK, Anne, Lynn, 

Rocco, Ellen, and Evie Cox, planned for months! 

Letôs not forget the heavenly food! Leslieôs cake 

creation (pictured above) was as inspired as it was 

luscious. Many thanks to the chefs: Mason Brent, 

who smoked the fabulous rockfish; Bill, who pan-

roasted the fork-tender pork tenderloins; Nancy 

Gates, KK Crowther, Margaret Cox, Evelyn King, 

Herb Cox, Anne Silver, Rocco and Barbara, Lynn, 

and Ellen for the appetizers and side dishes.       

November 8 will sparkle in our memory as a 

wonderful evening giving tribute to Hal and Sallyôs 

ministry with us. Hal and Sally will abide and shine 

in our hearts as loving, caring people who walked 

with us and turned our broken, hurting congregation 

into an active, vibrant, healthy parish. We love 

you!!!  
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UTO INGATHERING 

Thanks to the thirteen people in the congregation 

who contributed more almost $350 to the United 

Thank Offering this fall. If you have not yet turned 

in your envelope, it is not too late to make a 

contribution.  

As Thanksgiving comes near, we need to realize 

how much we have to be thankful for as individuals 

and as a church family. 

Mary Eager 
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WATER MINISTRY NEWS 

India Eguiguren 

I went on a great school trip for two nights and three 

days to the Karen Noonan Center for Environmental 

Education, on the peninsula of Bishops Head, 

Maryland. The Chesapeake Bay Foundation runs the 

center and the staff teach kids about saving water 

and taking care of the Chesapeake Bay. While we 

were there, no one was allowed to take a shower and 

they had a competition to see which group used the 

least amount of water. Our group set a record for 

middle school groups with 3.06 gallons of water 

used per person during our visit. 

The average person uses 190 gallons of water per 

day. Some ways to reduce that number are: 

¶ Taking shorter showers and turning the water 

off when soaping up.  

¶ When washing dishes, if you have a two-part 

sink, fill one side up with an inch of soapy 

hot water and the other side with clean cold 

water for rinsing. First dip the dish in the 

soapy water, then rinse it in the clean water, 

and then put it on a dish rack to dry. 

¶ Place a brick in the toilet tank so that there is 

less space in the tank and less water needed 

to fill and flush. 

¶ If a shirt isnôt dirty, wear it again instead of 
washing it right away.  

There are other ways to save even more waterðlike 

using a composting toilet (which they have at the 

center) and collecting rain water. Just by doing a few 

simple things, you can still reduce the amount of 

water you use daily. 

Taking care of the Chesapeake Bay is also very 

important. Oysters used to help by cleaning the 

water of the Bay. But now there arenôt so many, and 

it takes the few that are there a whole year to filter 

the whole Bay, wile decades ago it took only a week. 

Also, oysters are a lot smaller than they were years 

ago. Other animals living on land and in water are 

also in danger because of pollution in the Bay. We 

need every animal in the ecosystem to survive for 

everything to work as it should. 

I hope you learned something about water 

conservation. I know my classmates and I did, and 

we had a lot of fun doing it. 

 

2008 ANNUAL MEETING 

The 2008 Annual Meeting for St. Stephenôs 

Episcopal Church will be held at the 

Northumberland Library on December 14, at 10 

oôclock.  

Annual reports and an updated parish directory will 

be distributed. Two new members of the vestry will 

be elected to replace George Freeman and Sandra 

Kirkpatrick who are completing their two year 

terms. 

Please be on hand to participate in this important 

aspect of our life as a parish.  

It is possible that the annual Horsmon ham will be 

featured at the coffee hour following the meeting. 

(Traditions arise quickly in the Episcopal Church!) 

 

 

 

 

VESTRY ELECTIONS 

Two vestry members will be elected at the Annual 

Meeting on December 14. Sandra Kirkpatrick and 

George Freeman, the outgoing vestrymen, form the 

nominating committee. We need a strong and 

committed vestry.  

Prayerfully consider serving your parish in this way. 

Please contact one of them if you are interested in 

serving or would like to suggest someone else. 

NEWS FLASH:  The Virginia 

Episcopalian wil l feature our water  

ministry in an article in the January  

edition. 
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ñOYSTERS AND OLDIESò 

Second Annual Christmas Oyster Roast 

Do you have any favorites that you would like added 

to the play list for the oyster roast? Do you care to 

date yourself by identifying your favorite oldies? 

Plans are coming together on our Oysters and Oldies 

event on Saturday, December 6 from 12:30-3:30, 

and the Posse is getting itchy to saddle up and ride! 

If you took a block of tickets to sell, we need to 

know the status of those tickets. We're going to order 

the barbecue and other supplies soon, and we will 

need to have as accurate an estimate as we can. s of 

today, I'm estimating that we've sold about 200 

tickets so far. We are counting on everyone's 

attendance, as well as your sales skills! Be sure you 

lock in your own tickets at the advance purchase 

rate. Remember, a successful event will enable us to 

fully fund our planned outreach donations. 

Tickets can be picked up from Bill or from Ellen 

Kirby. They can also be purchased at EVB or Bank 

of Lancaster in Heathsville, and at Bank of Essex in 

Callao. 

We do need volunteers for schlepping tables and 

chairs, setting up, and tree decorating on Friday 

(5th); and on Saturday (6th) for setting up, serving 

oysters and serving on the food line, drink lines, 

tickets, etc. Please let me or one of the Posse know if 

you are available to help even for an hour or so. I've 

spoken to many of you, but not everyone, and we 

will be missing some folks who worked hard on this 

project last year. There will not be a house tour this 

year, so we will not need volunteers for that. 

THANK YOU!  

The Posse: Bill Kirby, Mason Brent, Ted and Lynn 

Hower, KK Crowther, David Kirkpatrick, Joel 

Stubbs, Rocco Tricarico 

 

MUSIC FOR OUR EARS: 

German Pietist Chorale Tradition 

Alice Hershiser 

In the Leadership Program for Musicians, an 

ecumenical program to learn about church music, I 

was assigned to write an article on one facet of the 

German Chorale tradition as if for a church's 

newsletter,so I thought: Why not really write for the 

Faithful Fabric? 

OK, I know, the first response to this topic is a big 

yawn! But, believe it or not, many of our beloved 

hymns in the 1982 Hymnal are from the German 

Pietist tradition. Remember, one of Martin Lutherôs 

main purposes was to bring the Church to the 

people, which meant making the Bible and choral 

music accessible to all. This means using singable 

melodies, memorable melodies, and using vernacular 

language. Thanks, Martin! 

Anyway, German Pietism arose about 150 years 

after Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses on the door 

of the Catholic Church, as a reaction to the ever-

increasing rigidity and formality within the 

established church. Pietism, sought to give new life 

to the church and to underline the importance of a 

personal Christian experience.  

Pietistic hymns emphasize the tension between the 

transcendence of God and the personal relationship 

in repentence, conversion, and assurance of 

salvation. One of the earliest Pietistic hymns, #406 

in our hymnal, is by Johann Jacob Schutz (1640-

1690): 

Sing praise to God who reigns above, 

The God of all creation, 

The God of power, the God of love, 

The God of our salvation; 

With healing balm my soul he fills, 

And ev'ry faithless murmur stills: 

To God all praise and glory!" 

Another hymn (#390) familiar to us is Joachim 

Neanderôs "Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the 

King of Creation." Johann A. Freylinghausen is also 

represented in the 1982 Hymnal. He adapted the 

music for hymn 375, "Give Praise and Glory Unto 

God."  

As you have by now gathered, the ñPraise to Godò 

category in our hymnal is one good description of 

the tone of the Pietist movement. 

Those of you who attended the Thursday evening 

discussion a few weeks back about Faith in Music 

heard that the music that we sing goes into our long-

term memory, thus affecting our theological 

expression and formation. Thus, the Pietists' 

message of the transcendence of God combined with 

a personal relationship with God is reinforced when 

we sing their beautiful hymns. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

Our Sunday School program is beginning to form. 

Sandy Kirkpatrick and Fenton Crowther (with a few 

helpers) completed the program through the 

Pentecost season. Nancy Gates will be in charge for 

the Sundays of Advent. Rocco Tricarico will take 

over for the Epiphany season looking at the Creation 

story from an artistôs perspective. At present we are 

meeting from 10:00 to 11:00 at the parish house then 

go to the library for a snack before preparing for 

acolyte duty or church attendance. 

Our current project is creating cards to send to all 

new people who attend a church service at St. 

Stephenôs. Please overlook unique spellings. 

 

BOOK CLUB NEWS 

Herman Hesseôs Steppenwolf will be under 

discussion on Tuesday, December 16, at 5:30. We 

will meet at the Kirkpatricksô to tackle this book, 

variously described by those who have started 

reading it as ñdark,ò deep,ò and ñmercifully short.ò  

Novemberôs discussion of Tony Hillermanôs 

Skinwalkers led to a comparison of ñpopularò serial 

novels with ñseriousò literature (to delineate the two 

goups in the terms that literary critics use). 

Steppenwolf will certainly extend that conversation.  

In January the book for discussion is Hampton 

Sidesô Blood and Thunder, a non fiction look at the 

West and the Navaho Indian. In February we return 

to Europe for an autobiographical view of the French 

ResistanceðParis Underground by Etta Shiber.  

All of these books are readily available on Amazon. 

If one or more of them interests you, read it and join 

us for the discussion. 

 

LUNCH BUNCH 

POSTPONED UNTIL JANUARY 

Because of the holidays in November and 

December, the Lunch Bunch is postponing its next 

meeting until Thursday, January 22, when old (and 

new) friends from St. Stephen Anglican and St. 

Stephen Episcopal will join each other for lunch at 

For the Occasion in Calleo at 11:45.  

The group, which meets the 4
th
 Thursday of every 

month, has only one ruleðno discussion of church 

matters. Please put the January gathering on your 

calendar. See you there! 

THOUGHTS FROM A WARDEN 

PLANNING A BREAKOUT 

Dear Crew,  

This fall has been a time of intense activity for our 

parish, and many changes have taken place. The 

changesðnew services, new service times, new 

faces in the pews (alleluia!!), childrenôs voices, real 

bread to celebrate the real presence of Christðthese 

are all, in Davidôs and my household phrase, ñgood 

and joyful things.ò  

But change puts a toll on people, particularly us 

older folk. As our joints stiffen, we strive valiantly 

to keep our minds elastic, welcoming change. But it 

is hard work, and it makes us tired. And when we 

get tired, just like kids, we get cranky and impatient. 

Itôs time to take a short break to catch our breath. 

The really big change that we have been 

contemplatingðestablishing a worship space of our 

ownðis particularly tough because we all have 

good, and strong, opinions on the topic. Your 

response rate to the questionnaire was so high that I 

expect political pollsters to come knocking at the 

door to learn our secret. Your comments were 

insightful and positive. Your pledge to support your 

church family whatever decision your very human, 

and thus highly fallible, vestry makes was 

heartwarming. Thank you for your confidence! 

So, as Luciaôs letter to you in this newsletter 

summarizing the vestry discussion states, we 

realized that there are additional pieces to the puzzle. 

We need to consult with David Chilton about his 

plans for Chilton House, we need the input from 

your ñtime, talent, and treasureò pledge cards, and 

we want to hear the court verdict on our specific 

situation (promised before the end of the year). With 

these data in hand, the new vestry will be better 

prepared to make a decision. 

Letôs take a few weeks to rest and contemplate the 

blessings that this fall season has brought us as a 

congregation. 

Your retiring warden, 

Sandy 

Suggesting that spending half the day in church on 

Sunday is a good thing in the colder months, our 

resident wise woman pointed out that winter has 

historically been the season for mischief making in 

the village. For a contemporary example, think back 

to December two years agoé  
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 THURSDAY NIGHT PROGRAMS 

Note that we will not meet the last Thursdays of 

November and December which are, respectively, 

Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day. Have a 

wonderful time with family and other friends. 

During the Advent season we will learn about: 

December 4 Taize service  

December 11 Advent customs and traditions 

December 18 spiritual disciplines appropriate for 

the penitential seasons (Advent and Lent) 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
MUSIC AND ARTS IN DECEMBER 

Here is a list of upcoming events to put on your 

calendar. We have enjoyed sharing the library with 

the works of local artist Bill Martz during our coffee 

hours in November. Hal and Alice (and others) hope 

you will support the efforts of musicians in our 

community and prepare yourself for Christmas by 

attending one or more of the following concerts: 

 

Chesapeake Chorale December 13 and 14 

Chesapeake Chorale concerts will be held Saturday, 

December 13 at 8:00 pm Lancaster Middle School 

and Sunday, December 14. at 3 pm St. Clair Middle 

School (Route 33). ALL PROCEEDS FROM THIS 

EXCELLENT CONCERT GO TO MUSIC 

PROGRAMS AT THE SCHOOLS IN OUR 

SURROUNDING COUNTIES. If you want tickets, 

($10.00) e-mail Hal White (Hal312@aol.com) or 

phone 804/580-9737  

Reedville Festival Halle Chorale December 21 

The Reedville Festival Halle Chorale is presenting a 

Christmas music concert at Festival Halle on 

December 21, 2008 at 3:00 PM. Led by Sharon 

Fredue (our guest pianist in November), the music 

includes holiday favorites and sing-alongs for your 

enjoyment. Refreshments will be served following 

the concert. The concert is free, but the group 

would appreciate donations of food or money for 

the local Food Bank. A donation to support the 

Chorale will also be welcomed. 

IN THE LORDôS SERVICE 

Ushers  TBA 

Altar Guild  Nancy Gates 

Lesson Readers 

November 23 George Mahaffey (L) 

  Dawn Mahaffey (P) 

November 30 Loretta Blakley (L) 

  Susan Stubbs  (P) 

December 7 Mimi Stoner (L) 

  Rocco Tricarico (P) 

December 14 Bill Kirby (L)  

  Ellen Kirby (P) 

December 21 Evie Cox (L) 

  Herb Cox (P) 

December 24 TBA 

December 28 George Freeman (L) 

  Anne Freeman (P) 

Eucharistic Ministers 

November 23 Nancy Gates 

November 30 Rocco Tricarico 

December 7 Lea Tilbury 

December 14 Loretta Blakely 

December 21 David Kirkpatrick 

December 24 Nancy Gates 

December 28 Ellen Kirby 

Coffee Hour Hosts 

November 23 Herb and Evie Cox 

November 30 Susan and Joel Stubbs 

December 7 Sandra and David Kirkpatrick 

December 14 Amy Jones and Alice Hershiser 

December 21 Bill and Ellen Kirby 

December 28 Dolly and Tony Rabelais 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

Nov 1  Margaet Horsmon  

Barbara and RoccoTricarico 

Nov 8   Justin Fulcher 

Nov 11  Bill and Ellen Kirby 

Nov 14  Ann Reamy 

Nov 18  Ann and Bob Reamy 

Dec 2  Anne Silver 

Dec 6  George and Anne Freeman 

Dec8   Phil and Nancy Gates 

Dec 10  Rick Skelton 

Dec 15  Wayne Ogburn 

Dec 16  Ted and Lynn Hower 

Dec 21  David Chilton 

Dec 22  George and Dawn Mahaffey 

Dec 31  Tony and Dolly Rabelais 

 

mailto:Hal312@aol.com)me

